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The person being interviewed on the accompaning tap e is r•.(rs.
Blaine Nestor of Philipp i, West Virginia.

The taped interview

includes informa tion concerning the following:

Mrs. Nestor's

childhood; Dr. We ekely , her f a ther and a dentist in Philippi;
the importe,nce of the r2.ilro2.d s and the diff iculty in traveling ;
ed.u c 2tion; courtship; Dr. M:yers and Dr. Smith and the medical care
of Barbour Cou.n.ty~ reli gion a.11c1 t ~.e effect Billy Sund2,y had on her
father; and the effects of the depression on Philippi and the
surrounding area(s).
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WN:

My name is William Nestor and I am interviewing my mother,
Mrs. Blaine Nestor, who lives at 347 South Main Street, Phillipi,
West Virginia. She was born February seventeenth, 1907. This
interview is being conducted July fourth, 1974. I guess we can begin,
then, with just starting back, ah, as far as you can remember in
your childhood.

MBN:

Well, I was born in Phillipi. My father came here after graduating from
the University of Pittsburg in dentistry and settled in Phillipi. I can
first, I can remember it, ah, the town being a very small town. We
lived, ah, was all in one compact area, because the roads were not good
enough to travel very far. We stayed in our own neighborhood when we
were little because, I never was down on the main street unless I was
with my parents. We played with the neighbor children, and, ah, remember
going very early in life to Sunday School, and, ah , . .

WN:

What religion?

MBN:

Ah, Methodist, and, ah, still Methodist, stayed in the same church all
my life. Everyone d--, did their own work, most people in our neigh::.
borhood owned their own cows, had their own chickens, and if you didn't
you could always borrow your milk and eggs from your neighbors. I
remember my ne--, the, girl next door that I lived with, we used to
sit in the kitchen and churn the milk for butter, because they had, ah,
a cow and we did not. But we did have a l;>ig garden, we raised all our
food and Mother canned or dried most of our food. I can remember
fodder beans being strung on a string, and . . .

WN:

What are fodder beans ?

MBN:

Well, you, the, the big beans that you, just put them through a string
and hang 'em in a dry place to dry, we dried our own beans. The green
beans we put out and dry 'em till the hulls got dry and then we shelled
them out and then we had dried beans. We made, um, saur kraut, and
pickled beans, I don't know whether anyone eats pickled beans anymore
but that was one way of preserving beans. Rather than can 'em you put
them in a brine. And, ah, people took care of their own meat by salting
it or drying it and of course later canning some of it. Now, ah, after
I started to school, um, we of course had one school building in Phillipi
that all eighth grades and high school were all in one building. Even
when I graduated I had, I was in the largest class that had ever graduated
from Phillipi High School, that was twenty-five. Ah, before, uh, that,
even thre·e years before that there were only eight in a gr- - , in a gra--. . .

WN:

How many teachers did you have?

MBN:

About three.
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Three teachers for a class?
MBN:

Three, and, ah, sometimes four, but, uh, ususally three teachers in
a high school. And, ah, but, um, the town had no way of getting out
s--, um, the dirt road, there was a brick road from the depot to one
end of the town, through the main street. All other streets, side streets,
were dirt. There was no way of getting out of town except on the railroad.

WN:

Not even horse and buggy, you think?

MBN:

Well, well, yes, now, you, people did have their own horses and you
could go, um, places, but I mean ordinary travel and people that, um,
you know, just, you just didn't go any place cause there was no where
to go cept right in town. I can't remember going anyplace to visit like
back to my grandparent's home except to go on the train because we never,
we didn't have a car at that time. In fact I can remember when I was
very young, I don't know whether I was eight or ten when I saw my first
automobile and it was one of those great bit high, you know, built up on
a high wheel, a two - seater, but no top on it. Of ccm.rse you couldn't
take a car out unless it was pretty weather anyway. And then people
wore those dusters, those things, you know, so the dust wouldn't, uh,
uh, get on them when they',d go out anyway cause the roads were all
dusty. But, um, . . .

WN:

Who would be the first person that had a car?

MBN:

Uh, Dr. , old Dr. Myers, and he was one, I mean, a well known man
in Phillipi, of course, because old Dr. Myers was one of probably one
of the first doctors around here. He had five children, they are all
doctors, and most of his grandchildren now are doctors. And they are
the ones that built the hospital in Phillipi and were instrumental in
t>uilding the Billups Hospital that we have in Phillipi right now. And
two of the sons are still at the hospital. And, ah, but they were the
ones that, ah, had the first car, I remember that. Ah, and people
ran out of their houses to see the car when it went by and it was quite
a, a novelty at the time.

WN:

Where was your dad from, originally?

MBN:

His home was in Monongalia County and he had gone to Pittsburg. He
was, uh, · in a family of eight children and was the only one that went
on and went to college. But it was one thing he believed in and he always
told us, there were five in our family, that the one thing he wanted us
all to have was an education, that he never had anything to leave us at
least he could give us that because he always felt that if we didn't do
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anything with our education we wouldn't have done anything if he had left
us any money, because the education was more important.
WN:

How many of you did finish college, then?

MBN:

Ah, all but Lucretia, my youngest sister, and she was ill and just
didn't get to finish .

WN:

Then she started, too ?

MBN:

No, she never started, she, um, when she was a senior in high school
they found, um, spot on her lung, and, ha, they didn't lmow how to take
care of it although she lived and was married and ha- - , raised children
before, uh, she did pass away. But they had, the doctor had said she
needed rest and they just decided that it was better not to send her on
to college.

WN:

What brought your dad onto Phillipi, West Virginia, anyway?

MBN:

I don't know that I lmow that exactly except that a young man right out
of, ah, school, course he didn't have, they didn't have money enough
to go in and set up a dental office. _Now whether he found out or whether
it was the school found out for him that there was a, um, dentist in
Phillipi that was getting rather old and needed someone to take over his ,
uh, practice, because when Dad came here he went into this old Dr.
Chandler's office and worked with him for, oh, I don't lmow, several
years. I guess the two worked together, till finally, uh, Dr. Chandler
just quit entirely, and of course he was slowing down all the time before
that. And then Dad had, ah, the office himself.

WN:

You said something last night about, ah, your reaction of your dad's
family to, ah, to him coming to Phillipi.

MBN:

Oh yes, they thought, of course when they, ah, everyone living in
Morgantown up to Wheeling or Pittsburg or, ah, they felt like that was,
um, better, um, everything up there and to come to Barbour County,
which was in the central part of West Virginia, they just thought he was
going clear back into the boondocks for good, because that just seemed
like it was just, ah, you lmow, out of, ah, oh, civilization almost. But,
um, the town had been here, of course, we're quite proud of our, the
fact that we had the, ah, bridge, the covered bridge that's still in use
over a highway, is used every day, that was used by both North and
South troops during the Civil War. And our homes that had, were built
at back even, you know, before then. People, families, that had lived
here during the Civil War. Course that was before the time Dad c- -,
came here. But, um, it's an old historical town and pe-- , the older
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families that are still here, ah, feel very proud of the fact that it's just~
um, an old Southern town.
WN:

And you also told me last night about the way that, ah, clients of your
dad paid him, you said a lot of the time it wasn't cash but . . .

MBN:

Yes, a lot of people, a lot of them did ha--, their own farming and, ah,
there was some mining around, ah, Phillipi later, but, ah, people just
didn't have cash money, Quite often he'd bring home a home cured ham
or a bushel of beans or, um, any food that, um, they could compensate
for the work he had done. One thing I can say about my dad, I never knew
as long as he lived right up until he was an old, getting pretty old, he
never turned down, ah, anyone that needed work done on their teeth.
They'd come in the middle of the night, he'd get up and get dressed and
go to the office. He had no, ah, office hours, you didn't have to have
an appointment at a time with him, and most of the time he would know
that the people had no money to pay him for doing it. But, ah, he never
would turn down anyone that he felt needed something done for the, a
toothache, for that was, ah, something that was painful and he wanted
to take care of it for them,

WN:

Would he be an exception, being college educated, being in Phillipi,
or . . ,

MBN:

Well, yes, because I, well, some of the older families we had, men,
um, that, who were lawyers. Now I don't know just what kind of law
work or how they became lawyers, I guess maybe they must have gone
to university or someplace to have had, um, gotten some of their work,
but, ah, except for old Dr. Smith who was a doctor and Dad's a dentist,
and about three men that were lawyers, and very few people, now our
teachers at that time, you could finish high school and take a teacher's
examination, then you could go and teach school. And, ah, our better
teachers would take a two-year normal course and teach.

WN:

Like Fairmont College?

MBN:

Yeah, like Fairmont, um hum.

WN:

Fairmont Normal School then.

MBN:

It was a normal school then . And that, ah, of course they gave, ah,
teachers -work at Broddus at that time because the college was up here
too at that time. I forget, must have been about nineteen hundred and
eight. So it was, the college was up here, but not the, not to give a
degree, most of it was just, ah, an academy work they called it, not
more than, much more than a high school at that time.

Mrs . Blaine Nestor

5

WN:

And most, the enrollment of Broddus, was it mostly from Phillipi or
surrounding area or did they come from . . .

MBN:

Well, yes, at that time I think, the, ah, maybe you'll find, ah, ah,
several Baptist preachers' children coming here because they, but, it
was a Baptist school and they would, but other than that I would say that
most of our teachers and the people that went to take any kind of advanced
education, ah, from Phillipi went to Broddus early and. Now by the time
I went to school, to college, there were several of us that had gone on
to university so we went on out of town then together, because for a while
Broddus had only a two- year college work and then they had the threeyear work, so to get a full college education you almost had to go on
if you wanted to get a degree.

WN:

Was the university the only school around here that you could get a degree
from, in the area?

MBN:

Well, it, ah, was. Yes, I think it must have been because Fairmont
had the normal work. Now, they may have given degrees at Fairmont,
I can't remember that they did. They must have back, ah, my youngest
sis-- , Katie, got a degree from Fairmont, but she came after I was
at school, but, um, Mother had gone to the university and then, of
course they were from Monongalia County, Mother and Dad both so
they just . . .

WN:

Did your mother graduate from college also or not?

MBN:

Well, she didn't graduate but she took enough work there that she had
taught school in Monongalia County before she was married. And then
of course my older sister went first to the university, and then . . .

WN:

Now, you said that, ah, your family, your dad, they thought he was coming
to the boondocks, to the frontier, I guess. How difficult was it to get
into Phillipi? You said the roads were bad, how did people come here?

MBN:

Oh, only by train, that was the only way. The B&O train did go through
here which was the, ah, ah, a blessing, I guess. But to get any other
town, even to go to Buckhannon or Elkins or Grafton, you had to go by
train, that was the only way, cause Grafton at the time was the railroad
center. You could go to Grafton and get a train to most any other place
you'd want to go . But, um, now I know even when I was in high school
I played ·on a girls basketball team. If we played in Buckhannon or if
we played in Elkins we would get on a train on Friday morning and go
to that town, play the game that night, stay all night, and come back
the next afternoon , Or sometimes we'd have to, a game on Friday night
and then go on maybe to another town and come back on Sunday. But
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MBN:

I was down there in twenty-seven, I had gone to Broddus first and then
finished at the university in twenty- nine, and we went down on, well I
come back and forth on the train. There were roads but we had to go
around by Phillipi into Clarksburg into Fairmont and then to Morgantown
because it was not a straight road through to Morgantown. And I'd leave
in September and I never even thought about getting back home till
Thanksgiving, and then again at Christmas and at Easter because we had
an extra day or two that would give us enough time to come home.

WN:

What was the, cost, the, for like a trip from say Phillipi to Morgantown
on the train?

MBN:

Well, I don't believe I'd have any idea.

WN:

Don't remember the prices?

MBN:

I don't remember the prices. Now I could give you a pretty good idea
of how much it cost me t0 go to school.

WN:

Alright.

MBN:

Well, I'm quite sure that I went, ah, one year close to down there for,
ah, less than three hundred dollars.

WN:

For the entire year.

MBN:

For the entire year. And that paid my board and room.
a sorority, and, ah, everything.

WN:

Nice and cheap, compared to today.

MEN:

Yes. And, ah, well I, I, it could've even been less that that. Because,
um, I know that we just . . . even when I lived in the sorority house,
um, we didn't pay very much. Board and room, --fare. Of course,
(slight laugh) we didn't have 'em as nice as they have 'em now either,
I mean. And I'm quite sure the buildings there because I think all my
classes were right on the circle, those three old buildings that, ah, were
the first buildings that were built on the university. And, ah, it was,
uh, it, everything was confined to the one campus. Now I wouldn't know
where to get, start to go.

WN:

What was your main objective in going to college then, I mean, what
did you, was it to prepare yourself for a job or . . .

MBN:

Well, I think all girls at that time thought, unless they would go into
nursing or some, something like that, the only other thing to do was

That was my next question.

I belonged to
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to teach school, and I think, um, there's not any openings for girls to
do anything else, and even though you felt, and I always felt even though
I'd get married that you still needed ,c;omething to fall back on if you ever
needed it it, and I was always glad that I had. Even if I had never taught
I always felt that a college education was of a lot of value to me, because
I ...

WN:

I guess you got that from your dad, really.

MBN:

Well, I guess that was instilled in me f... WN clears throat. / at that time
because that was the thing that Dad thought we should have. Now, I can
see a lot of times now where every child is not, I mean, ch--, now,
the college education is not really what they need. They need to be able
to do something maybe with their hands that they, ah, not, no I don't know
whether you would say not capable, but some of them are just not geared
to a college education. But at that time, I think, we all felt, the ones
who could go to college, that, ah .

WN:

Alright, let me ask you this , now, would you, were you in a minority
even then going to college, I'm sure you were.

MBN:

Oh, well, yes, I would say of the twenty-five that graduated from my,
ah, high school class, um, maybe ten of us went on to college.

WN :

Fine, and, ah, let me ask you, how many at that time would try to even
go as far as to graduate from high school, would a lot of people drop out
before they even got past . . .

MBN:

Oh, well, yes, we had, um, drop-outs, I don't know whether, um, not,
well, I don't know whether not, well of course you can hardly compare
it with now because there were so few going then and, um, most of them
I think wanted to finish high school.

WN:

Was it the law then that you had to go to school at, only . . .

MBN:

Well, yes, you had to go . . .

WN:

Was it mandatory education?

MBN:

. . . until you were sixteen, and, ah, course now I fell sure that some
of 'em dropped out before that, especially if they'd get in trouble and
be expelled from school, then they'd not come back. And, ah, course
that was more, I mean, we had a few like that, had a few of them that
would, ah, ah, failed out. The alternatives seems to join the navy or
do something like that and I can remember several of the boys from town
that, ah, got away that way and, ah, of course they got an education in
a way, I guess, doing that.
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WN:

Well, you said you graduated from Phillipi High School. What area did,
I know that today we have Phillipi Barbour High School for the whole
county. Now, at that time what were Phillipi, the Phillipi High School.
What area did it contain?

MBN:

Just the, the, just the town.

WN:

Oke~1 •

MBN:

Well, they would have to . . . they would have to come in town and stay
in town. To go to Phillip, Phillipi High School. Now we had in our class,
I think we had, ah, I know there were, ah, two or three, well I can remember
about four or five, girls particularly, that would come in town and live
in homes, but had, ah, they lived on farms. And they would live in homes
and help with the work--the dishes or help with the children, the younger
children in a family for their board and room so they could go to school.
And I might say that some of those were the girls that went on to college.
And I think they realized that it was the effort they had to make to get
their high school education was worth trying to go on to college. And
a lot of them stayed on and worked for the same people and were able
to go to Broddus like that and, you know, tha 1 s the way it helped them
because most of them were . . .

WN:

Now I remember when it was Phillipi High School and Belington High
School and Cassin High School. / - MBN: Yes. 7 Now were there any
more than those three that . . .

MBN:

No. That was all. That took care of, Belington High took care of up
there. Now, ah, I would say, before that when now where Phillipi was
just here and Phillipi High School here and Belington there, no one went
on to high school except the ones that were right here in Phillipi.

WN:

Lived within a district then.

MBN:

Uh huh. Lived within the district here. Plus we had eight districts in
the county, each district had their own board of education and they had
of course one room school houses, that was different places. Now they
could come in to the towns and into Belington too, but very few of them
did.

WN:

So for the whole county, why then, very few fellers went on to high school,
really. ,

MBN:

Yes. That's right, in eighth grade, because when I taught at Cassin
High School, I had one student that had finished the eighth grade out there
and had taken the teachers I examination and she had been teaching in a

What did the people say outside of town go? I mean . . . .
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one room school house for five or six years, she was older than I when
I was teaching. But she just decided she'd come back and get her high
school education after she'd been teaching all those years.
WN:

Well she came to Cassin High School . . .

MEN:

She came to Cassin High School, ah, I remember, ah . . .

WN:

I've heard you talk about how difficult it was like to get from here just
out to Cassin.

MEN:

Yes, we'd, drove back and forth as long as the road would allow us, that's
all. Then when it got bad , you know, really bad weather and you couldn't
drive a car over the dirt road because we couldn't get past Boneke, right
up here which is about three miles /_-WN: Yeah, yeah.
out of town.
Then it was all dirt road from then on. So we had to, ah, another teacher
and I. Miss Elfry, we got on a afternoon train on Sunday afternoon and
drive to Murksville, we'd get off there and walk five miles to Cassin.
And I, went through fields because you couldn't go on the mud road or
you'd get, you know, bogged down. But we could get through the fields
and get to, there was, it was a little town of Cassin, and there was a
little store and a grange building and a post office and a church and that
was about all that was right there in Cassin. But, um, then when we
wanted to come home on Friday everning, and we had to come home because
we had, ah, no running water, we had to pump the water up from a pump
out in the yard to bring in all we used, and, ah, an outside toilet, we,
ah, had oil lamps and, ah, burned, we cooked on a oil burner and we
just had to come home to get a good bath every weekend. But we would
go with the mailman that had to take the mail, you know the mail had to
go through no matter what, they had to go to Cove Run and we'd let that
school out in time to go with them to get the train at Cove Run so it would
take us on into Grafton. And then we'd have someone to meet us in Grafton
to bring us all the way back into Phillipi, after we had ~ught. Now,
pwople Qrive back and forth to Cassin, uh, you know, /_ WN: Two hour
drive._/ well yeah, I mean, we had teachers living here that'd drive
down there to teach and back everyday and don't think a thing about it ,
that's just a short drive down there, but now that was the way I was doing
it back in 1930.

_7

WN:

Now, where did you live at Cassin?
END OF SIDE ONE

WN:

MBN:

West Virginia University then?
Nineteen twenty-nine.
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WN:

Alright.

Now that was the time of the stock market crash.

MBN:

Yes. And you were fortunate to get any kind of a job. In fact I remember
boys graduated from law school that said they were tickled to death to
go back to their hometowns and get a job working in a service station.
Because things were, you know, they were just, especially professional
men. There was just no money to pay professional men.

WN:

Now this area wasn't the richest area in the world to begin with. What
did the depression, how did it did affect this area and that area. As
severe as elsewhere or not as severe cause people already had jobs .?

MBN:

Well we probably dido 't feel it here like they would in a city where there
was no where to go, because everyone would do something about raising
a garden and taking care of food in that way. The hardest hit were the
few, ah, small mining areas that we have in Barbour Countys and, ah,
after I left teaching and started working for W(stutters)PA, it, we, ah,
I visited, because I was a c.ase worker, I visited most of the homes in
the Grafton and Galloway area and those people were really hard hit.
But I think that there were people in Phillipi, well we'd feel it in Phillipi
because all businesses were affected because people that were out of
work didn't have any money and of course there were at that time until
they started this WPA, the government, ah, help, there was no way of
anybody getting any extra money, you know, they, ah, and we had work
orders, people would, we'd give men a work order to work maybe five
or six days a month or whatever they thought they needed, ah, for the
size family they had. And, ah . . .

WN:

Was there much families helping other families around that time rather
than the state doing all the help or . . .

MBN:

Well, yes, I think you '11 find that has always been true, ah, around here
anyway. I mean there's always been p~ople that would help each other.
And our churches were very good about that, of course I think during
the depression that everyone felt it in such a way that you felt like that
you really dido 't have enough yourself you were willing to share some
but you just, you, we didn't know how bad it was gonna to be before it
got better and it was a, uh, it was a pretty hard time to go through with.
I know that, I guess getting married during the depression (laughs) was
a pretty foolish thing to do because you just really dido 't know, ah . .
Now Blaine had been a school teacher but he took over his uncle's store,
so we go.t into the store business that way. Well, he was da- - , paid.
Do you want to know how much money we were making?

WN:

Alright.
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MBN:

He made fifteen dollars a week. Well I with the work I was doing at the
WPA, I was making twenty. So I was making more money than he was,
and that was unusual. But, um, we managed.

WN:

On thirty-five dollars a week now, basically.

MBN:

Yes, because our grocery bill for a month wouldn't be any more than
thirty dollars. I mean that would just about buy anything we, ah, need.

WN:

Alright. Since, ah, Dad was in the store business and you were in the
depression times how did people like come in to buy goods from the store,
how did they pay for these goods then?

MBN:

Well, I worked in the store, some, myself, and we had people, farmers,
would come in every week with a basket of eggs, homemade butter, their
own cottage cheese, they'd even bring some of them 'd bring dressed
chickens. It's, we had more dressed chickens, er, then we'd think we
could sell at that time. They'd bring 'em live and we kept 'em in a coop
in the back and, ah . . .

WN:

In the back of the store?

MBN:

Back of the store and dressed 'em every week and some weeks bring
'em up here and dress 'em in the house. And, ah, then they would trade
that in for flour and sugar and coffee and things that they had to have that
they couldn't raise. And, ah, they'd do the same thing with, um, in
the summertime when they had the gardens they'd bring produce, ah,
like beans and corn, cucumbers and everything like that, and, ah, and
if they hadn't brought more in then they, ah, would, ah, wanna trade for
we'd give 'em a credit slip. They's rather have it that way.

WN:

Rather than money.

MBN:

Yes, because it was as ea--, and if they particularly needed some extra
money for something. Now I know I heard one man at his, that had,
that had a nice big farm, a big family, and he said, they always got plenty
to eat and got along fine, but he said, "I've, I've seen the time when we'd
have to look all over the house to find two cents to buy a postage stamp."
The cash was just not there. But they were considered well-to-do farmers.
They had, ah, you know . . .

WN:

Cause they had enough to eat.

MBN:

They had enough to eat and were, were able to get along on that.

WN:

How about clothes? How did, ah, even going back to your childhood,
were most clothes store-bought or ah . . .
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Oh no. My mother made all of our clothes. I can remember of the
sisters that were oldest, she'd always make all of us dresses exactly
alike. Ma ybe different colors but, ah, everytime my mother would get
a new dress she made for all of us. And, ah, oh no, she sewed, made
all of our clothes, right up until, ah, well she made some my clothes
that I took to the university. I mean you just didn't go to the store and buy
everything (laughs) you wanted to wear. Ah, now, ah, men's clothing
I think may, ah, probably I mean, I can't remember, ah, any clothes
that even my brother had bought, I mean that was made at home, only
my dad. But, all of our other clothes it seems to me like if Mother
couldn't made it, make 'em there were dressmakers, oh you know, people
made a living dressmaking. And, ah, they'd sew and could make most
anything you wanted made. Coats, suits , or anything.

WN:

I guess a clothing store wouldn't go over too big then.

MBN:

No. Course, now I, ah, far back, as .I can remember there was a
department store down here, of course the department store sells a bit
of everything but I mean just to have a dress shop or something like that
you'd just wouldn't have that.

WN:

Okey, if there was something you wanted did you usually try to go to a
store , did you go to like a, a Sears catalogue or what did you . . .

MBN:

Well, I can remember ordering, aha , alot of things from catalogues.
Because it was, you wouldn't have, even if you had a store down there
you wouldn't find a choice of what you w;r nted. You know, you'd either
have to buy this or that. And, ah, you could see a pie - -, in a catalogue
you'd see pictures of, you know, any and ah, quite often we did order
from a catalogues. But, ah, you know, soon as the stores got a or you
could get to a town where you had a choice you just, I didn't do that much
buying by catalogue but, ah, I can remember when great deal of it was.
Oh, people used to buy like all their Christmas presents from a catalogue
you know, have everything, ah, sent in, in one order.

WN:

Now you said, ah, excuse me, you said earlier in the interview that you,
ah, when Dr. Myers was here, and, ah, who was the other doctor you
said?

MBN:

Dr. Smith.

WN:

Dr. Smith.

MBN:

Well, I, ah, Dr. Myers had his office, and he Just sort of, he started
on this clinic thing that ended up in the hospital here in town first. And,
ah, Dr. Smith was the one that went on the horseback or buggy and horse,
horse and buggy, and then went out to everybody that wanted doctors.

Now how did two doctors take care of an entire area?
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WN:

Everyone in general . . .

MBN:

General, yes. And, poor old soul used to go out over the ridg~ and,
um, to see all, that, the Ginny's that lived on Chestnut Ridge/ WN:
Um hum. _7 not one of 'em had a nickel and he knew they neve; would
have it, but, ah, that's why I always kind of compared my dad with Dr.
Smith because, ah, that. Since then you just don't find doctors that would
do things like that, most of 'em want to know when you're gonna come
in to have you work done or your, you almost have to come see the, they
just don't go see you and, um, but I have even gone to Dr. Smith after
I was grown, to be a patient, and he'd go stop a half a dozen places,
you know, on one route that he knew had been sick. But, u, I don't know
how they ever took care of them. Now I, when, I can remember back
we had no hospital at all in Phillipi, and the only way you could get to
a hospital if you needed an operation was to go on the train. And I know
this, Hopwoods, one of our well known families, wealtp.y family, was a,
had been a lawyer, and he had, I, as far as I can rem.ember now, was,
attack of appendicitis, and, ah, his wife took him on the train to, was
going to Buckhannon, she thought that would be the nearest way to get
to a hospital. Well the train went on a sidetrack up there to let a coal
train through, and I think it was there two or three hours. Well, it took
the train triple hours or more to get to Buckhannon and the man died.
You know, that, that, everybody wa8 in that kind of a situation here,
there was just no way of getting an emergency . . .

WN:

Alright. Say you lived out on the ridge or somewhere, how did you into
Hurricane you had someone sick in the home, how did you get in contact
with Dr. Smith, er . .. . (clears throat)

MBN:

Well, I guess they would have to somebody ride in on a horse (laughs)
after him. Or as, ah, I was telling you about, ah, when I was only,
in, ah, Cassin teaching at Cassin High School Dr., the old Dr. Myers
had lived in Nestorville. And he had a switchboard put in a house down
there that was connected directly to his office in Phillipi. And anyone
would have to go to this house in Nestorville to have the operator there
call Dr. Myers. But it soon got so if they needed other things if they
wanted to get word to somebody in Phillipi, I mean they were really
generous about the use of their .

WN:

Line.

MBN:

You kno'-'.', it wasn't directly to call Dr. Myers for something. Because
they could call Phillipi and have them relay messages to anybody in
Phillipi.

WN:

There was just one line?

Mrs. Blaine Nestor

15

MBN:

That was only one line, yes. That was for all of Cove district and that's
a big area down in there. And, ah, but that was the only telephone down
there.

WN:

That was before there was any electricity or anything else down there,
too, right?

MBN:

Oh yeah, we had no electricity l_ WN: Ah. / that now that's when I was
teaching, in thirty.

WN:

Ah, do you remember when electricity came into Phillipi?

MBN:

I can remember the gas lights that they had on the Phillipi streets that
they had to go round and light every night.

WN:

With a gas lighter?

MBN:

Gas lights, yes. l_-WN: Ah. / And I know, well we had gas lights in
our home. Now I can remember when we had both gas and electric.
Because electricity even after they got it l_- WN:... Ah.
wa~ not always
on. So we had to have the gas, along with the l_ WN: Ah._/ electric
lights. Now that was when I was up, well I would say that was up in the
twenties.

_7

WN:

Alright. Now, people today they, alot of times they just sit down in front
of a television set. Okey, what did you all do, like that's before electricity
or radio, before any of this. What did you do like in the evening? Okey,
eat your evening meals then you go to bed or, what did you do?

MBN:

No, my dad made up olay cards with him. / -WN: Play cards.
Piguet,
if you ever heard of that. That l_-WN: No._/ was a card game~ And then
it was rook and then he learned how to play bridge, and it was, um, we
all tried to get going to somebody else's house before Dad would suggest
a bridge game (laughs) because we knew we'd have to play bridge. If
we had a date, that was the first thing he'd want to know, if they could
play bridge, because, that was about all that, uh, we could do. Now,
we did, um, we danced. I mean, ah, through the twenties particularly,
ah, we did a lot of dancing. In our home's, you know, that big dining
room , /_-WN: Right._/ we've never had a carpet on it, and we could
move the table back and had one of those old Victrolas that you wind up
and played records, and, ah, oh we'd have that dining room full of kids
dancing. •

WN:

Okey. How did, how did, ah, courtship go, did, a boy come and take
you somewhere else or did they come and spend the evening in your home
or . . .

7
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MBN:

Well, quite often we'd just sit at home, there were not too many places
to go, but we did have a movie house, but you didn't always have the
quarter to go to the movies, you know. We might go to the drugstore and
sit for two or three hours because everybody else was sitting there too
because it was just kind of a gathering place to, ah, because the drugstore
had the soda-fountain in it, now I don't think drugstores have those anymore.
But that was kind of a gathering place. If not that we would, ah, just
go to other kids' homes. There was no place to drive out and go, uh,
none of us had a car anyway , and there'd be times when you couldn't ,
the roads wouldn't be safe to go anyway, so we just, and that went on,
went on even after I was through college, that was true.

VvN :

So your courtship was limited then.

MBN:

Yes, yes, ah, very much so, because, um, well, we just, course we
didn't have the money or much of anything. Blaine didn't have a car,
and, ah, we just, we had friends, we'd go to their house or they'd come
to our house, we'd just, ah, do that. And, ah, so, ah, but, when we
were younger, Dad was very strict about that, ah, even though there
were four girls there, had dates, and it was a big house, we'd didn't
all have to be jammed up in one room, but, ah, he had rules and
regulations. Now the boys didn't stay too long and, um, you know, there,
ah, one thing Dad, ah, did for years, now when we got, well up past
college, of course, you can't remember, but he always had a prayer
service every night before we went to bed. And we had to pretty well
account for the things we had done .

VvN:

Like a confession?

MBN:

(Laughs) Well, not, he'd, he really didn't mean for us to confess to things,
but, uh, I mean he made us feel like that there were, ah, things that
were out of bounds and that we should obey the rules as he had put 'em
down for us. And we pretty much did. I mean, Dad was definitely the
head of the household.

VvN:

What was your mother's role, then, if he was, I mean he made all the
rules and everything, what role did she play within the marriage and
within the family?

MBN:

Well , ah, course we'd go to Mother with any of our troubles, that was
to our, we could talk to her better, because Dad more or less had an
iron hand, you know, we used to laugh and tell him, he'd come in, line
us all up and sm--, smack us every evening whether we needed it or
not, because Mother didn't correct us that way, but Dad would do it when
he got there. And he didn't hesitate, he used a razor strap, and, ah . . .

VvN:

Raised a welt?
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MBN:

Yeah, so, ah, that, ah, Mother was a very steady kind of a person, she
just, she would see that everything in the household was going smoothly,
and I, I, I admire my parents very much.

WN:

Wasn't there any generation gap that we have today that .

MBN:

I don't think, not near like they talk about now, !... WN: No?_/ because
I think the family was all together more. We wouldn't think of not all
being there at a meal and, um, well, we did that in our home some but
then it soon got to the place where there' re other things you '11 have to
do, you know, out for things, and you wouldn't be here and we didn't
eat our meals, and now I think a lot of homes are just completely getting
away from a lot of the family ties, but, ah, but we had, and I think it
was even more so in the generation behind me because I think they were
even more so because I've heard Mother and Dad talk about their family
lives. Of course they were, they were out in the country where you were
just on the farm and that was all, you had was your own family. Now
of course we were even in a small town but we had, ah, different things
to go to here and there and everywhere, but it, most of 'em now would
never go, I don't know (laughs). f...- WN: Alright. _7 Whether, whether
the family's completely lost its hold on people or not.

WN:

Alright, you still have a brother and a sister living, do you feel that
you're closer to them now, ah, because of the way you were brought
up then if you would have been, say, if, say that, the way my brother
and I feel for each other, do you think you're closer to . . .

MBN:

Well, I think that we're pretty close, yes, we may not see each other
that often, but we certainly keep a good check on each other, and I know,
I don't know what I would have done without Dick when Blaine died, because
he just came in and took over, took me down to see about everything
that had to be taken care of that I just didn't. realize had to be done. And
Bab, although she lives out of town, calls every week or two to see if
· everything's alright, and, you know, we just, ah, yes, I think we're, ah,
and I think that's what, another thing, when, ah, when Bab got through
the university first, then she would, ah, well, she helped me buy clothes
and things. Then when I got through we helped Katie and Dick get through
school, I mean it was just something Dad, that was during, you know,
when things weren't good with him, professional man just didn't get paid.
He was busy enough but he wasn't getting paid for what he was doing, and
wouldn't have the cash to fee. But we all kinda helped each other get
our educations so that we could all go out and . . .

WN:

You mean, after you were married you were helping .

MBN:

Oh yes, we helped all of 'em.

So, ah, I mean, I just, I, I just wonder
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sometimes if families are that close anymore. Now they may be, I,
I'm sure there are families who are, but it just seems like when you
read about families and see some of 'em, and they just, they don't seem
to have that close tie that we felt was necessary.
WN:

And even though that you're moved away and all, people say today that
w~ move away_and lose contact, you haven_'.! lost contact e~en though
f_ MBN: No._/ you've moved away from/_ MBN: Oh no. _/ each other.

MBN:

Hum um. And we kept close contact with all the family as long as we
could, all of us, aslong as we could. Course, we're kinda at the end
of Dad and Mother's family both, now, because, uh, their sisters and
brothers are gone and, ah, except for, ah, two cousins that maybe we
had never known very well anyway, why, we kept in close contact with
all of 'em.

WN:

Well, when you didn't ha ve_!;he extended ~mily then it was all just the
family unit, then, close, /_ MBN: Yes. _/ you would be quite close to
cousins and uncles and aunts . . .

MBN:

No , because we were too, we were, uh, really, no--, you can see were
from here to Morgantown, that was a, a long distance at the time when
you couldn't get back and forth. Now, ah, you could take Blaine's
family that were all here, ah, and his mother's family, there nine of
them, and they had reunions and they all got together every year, right
up until the last one dies, because that was something. Now the cousins
had spread out till alot of 'em are so many different places, they aren't
that close, but now that one family that had lived· on a farm and, all those
years, they stayed that close. And, ah, maybe it's because people get
too, I mean, you know, it's nothing n0w to go California or go here and
there, you know, to go someplace to look for work, or just because you
want to see the country or do this and that would ·have been, ah, almost
unheard of when I was younger, to even think about getting that far away
from home.

WN:

Now , ah, now Dad's family was a different background than yours, right,
and they were basically what, German, the Schafers?

MBN:

Yes, that's,_your , your ~ad's, ah, family vvas, um, German, the
Schafers. /_ WN: Um._/ Course now the Nestor part, I, I think maybe
they might have been English. But he was more closely connected with
the Schaf~rs because his father died when he just was only ten. So he
really grew up with his mother's family.

WN:

Wasn't his dad a, a minister thing or circuit rider or his grandfather?

MBN:

His grandfather, yes.
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WN:

A circuit rider for the Methodists?

MBN:

Yeah. .!_ WN: And, ah . . .
Well, and Grandpa Schafer was too,
for the Church of the Brethren, he was, ah, now preachers back there
didn't get paid either. I mean they, they were a lot like, ah, they had
to depend on people just giving 'em what they wanted to.

WN:

Well, did they work too?

MBN:

Yeah, they almost had to because you couldn't, ah, just be a preacher,
ah, and expect to live on what the people paid ya, because you, ah . . .

WN:

In other words you, ah, in other words you talked about, I don't remember
Grandaddy Weekly that well but I remember Aunt Ann talk about what
an influence that Billy Sunday .

MBN:

Yes.

WN:

The revivals

MBN:

Yes. He, had been . . . it must have been in (stutters) Pittsburg cause
I can't remember that my dad traveled any place else that he might have
ever, that he personally /-WN: Ah.
had been someplace where Billy
Sunday was /_-WN: Ah._/ preaching~ And.!_-WN: Ah.
he, he talked
Billy Sunday as long as he lived because he just thought he was ah, course
now he was someone like Billy Graham now, you know, that, course
y_£u could see BiHy Graham and you could hear him and everything but
/ WN: Ah, aha. / Dad had to depend on reading about him and then,
I _Ean 't reme~be~ was he still living when.!_-WN: Ah. we had
!_ WN: Ah._/ radio that he would have heard him? I don't know, that
might have been before radio, but anyway, because he had heard him
talk that one time, if he anytime he ever read anything about him way
he, and he, he would just swear by what Billy Sunday thought. And his
ideas about things.

_7

7

_7

_7

WN:

Was he, was you dad really strict religiously too? I mean, ah . . .

MBN:

Well, he was, he, he just didn't.!_ WN: Ah._/ demand that we do all
these things, but he was t,!?;e Sunday Sc,b;ool Superintendent, he taught a
Sunday School class and L WN: Aha._/ I mean, you know, he just had
a, Mother was a very religious person, really, she didn't really attend
church a!ld Sunday School so much, by the time she got the rest of us
off to go (laugh) she couldn't make it herself. But, ah, I think she lived
the kind of a life that she believed in. And, ah, they were both, I mean,
they were both brought up in homes that read the Bible and, you know,
to kinda try to live with what you were taught.
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WN:

Did, you said your dad had these prayer services.
evening be said or once a wecl<:?

MBN:

When we were younger, I can remember, every evening before we went
to bed we'd read the Bible and pray, before we went to bed. Yes, Dad,
and we always, he always had a blessing at a meal. That's why we all
had to be there at a meal. Because he wanted to, for us to sit there
and he'd ask a blessing over the food we had to eat. And we were just
expected to be there.

WN:

Do you think that's customary of most families in, uh . . .

MBN:

I think most of them that we knew, yes. I think, and I can remember
visiting other homes and being, um, even, especially out in the country
homes I think definitely they did that, uh, in country, you know, fa rm
homes and things. A lot of, ah, especially small, ah, communities in
the country, their whole life was centered around their school building
and their church building. That's the only time people got together.

WN:

So became a like a social world.

MBN:

Social, it was a social place because, um, they'd have, um, you know,
they'd have socials they'd hold socials at the schools and of course in
the churches they'd have their, ilh, maybe a picnic thing or all just meet
for prayer meeting .!_hings, but, um, that~ when only time you'd get to
see you neighbors/_ WN: Is when . . . _/ is when you 1d go to a church
or to a social at the school. That 1s why I think a lot of these people are
not willing to give up their community school. That 1s the very thing
that Belington 1 s fussing about right now when they 1 re talking about building
a central middle school for Barbour County. If they do they 1d take the
middle school here, in Cassin and in Belington and make one for all of
'em to come into this one middle school. They don't, the people in
Belington just, they didn't like the idea of giving l!P their Belington High
School for Phillip-Barbour. Now they certainly/_ WN: Don 1t want to . .
/
don't want to give up .
END OF INTERVIEW

Were these every

